SOUTH  AMERICAN REPUBLICS

them for six months or possibly a year and then promptly
give place to the very generals they had so recently
vanquished. In the swift procession of governments and
parties, of men and ideas, the national consciousness
seems to grow non-existent. The army is the only force
that counts, the army and the leader in command of it.
Of all the States of South America, Bolivia is the one
for which Bolivar seems to have had a particular regard.
He framed another Constitution for it which, though
unquestionably susceptible of improvement, stressed the
paramount importance of order, strong government and
continuity; three virtues which Bolivia seems to have
set itself perseveringly to disown.
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